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ABILL
FOR

AN AcT To MAKE PrOVISIONS For Tug ProT ECIIDN FROM INTERNEF
FALSEHOODS AND MANI PULATIONS AND FORRELAT ED MATTERS

Sponsored by Senatox Muhammad Sons Musa

[ ] «~com mencemen!

BE IT ENACTED by the Nationa Assembly c')f the Federy]
Republic of ngeua as foIIows
PART ] . AIMS Omigce TIVES AND APPLFCATI
1. The Aims and objectives of this A cp: . Alms apd
Objectives
('1) to prevent rhe transmission of filge statements/dec a1 ation of ’
facts in Nigeria anqg to enable measures i be taken to counter the effects of .
such transmission ; _
M) to Suppress the ﬁrzancjng, promotion and'other.support of
online focations that repeatedly transmit false statenmnts/dee:la‘riatiqn of
facts in Nigeri a;
(¢) to enable measyres to be taken to detect, contro] and safeguard
against coordinated inauthentic behaviour and other misyges of online
accounts and bots; -
(d) to enable Measures to be taken to enhance disclosyre of
information congey ning paid content ¢f irscted towards a politica) ‘en_d;.and :
(&) to sanction offenders. - A , _
3, The provisinng of rhls Act shal] a;ﬁpl_y t_l‘lrpughput the Fadera) Application
Repubtic of Nigeria '
Parr 2. PrOMIBITION OF"}"R;\NSM!&;ON or FA: SE

STATEMENTS Op IALI

3-(I3Aperson fistnotdo any act i or outside Nigeria in order ro 1;;,,;5.11.551011 of
tranamitin Nigeria g Statements knowmg orhavingreason to beheve thatu o fact

{a}itis afaise statements of fact: and

-false smtemanfs_ T
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(d)a computingresource servige,
4.-(1) A person must not whethel in 01 outsxde nge
alterabot with the intention of- ‘

(a) transmitting, by means of the bot, g fafSe stats_:mgntsﬁéf fqét in : “}‘ i

Nigeriz; or : - T et
(b) enabﬂng’ any othez person fo-tr: ansmit by means of the‘bot a

false statements of fact inNigeria.

(2) A person who contz avenes sub Clause (I) sha J begm}tyof al

offer neeand shallbe liableon gonvzctlon- o

(a) inthe case ofan mdmdual toaﬁnenotexceedmgNEO ) OOO or o

o unpnsonmentfm aterm fiot exceedmg3 years orto both; or- T
(b)in ainy other case, toaf"nenotexceedmﬂNS MIHIDH | o -
(3> Howevez if the transmission of the-false _s_tatements o,fr'f_act .
undersubCIause(l)isliké’ly fo- ' -
(a) be prejudicial to thesecuruy of‘NJgeI ia orany part olegerxa
(b) be pr 6ledICiﬂl 10 pubhc heaJLh pubhr safety, public rran__quiliw_
or public finances; ' o - .. o .
() be prejudicial to the fiiendly relations of Nig_'erli.a..wjth',other. N
countries; T e
{d) inﬂuence the oufcome ofan electmn to the 01"1" ice of Premdent g

ge'nma! eIectlcm of Members ofPazhament a by ‘election of a Membel of

Parliament, or areferendum;

(e) incite feelings of enmity, hatred towards g person of il] will -

between diffsrent groups of persons; or ‘

(£} diminish public confidence in the performance of any duty or
function of, or in the exercise of any power by the Government, an Organof
State, a stattitory board, or a part of the Government, an Or gan of State or a . .
statutory board, the pEI son who is guilty of an offenice under that sub Clause o
shall be liable oHCoNviction- ‘

(g) n the case ofan individual, to a fine not exceedmg N300 OOO or
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»  (b)the transmission ofthe statements in N:gm ia is likely. to-
_ (Dbe prejudicial to the securzty of Nigeria orany part of Nigeria:
(11) be prejudicial to public health, public safety, public t_rancjuifity or;

public finances;

(111) ba p1 ejudicial to the friendly relations of Nigeria with othes
counlnes . '

(iv) influence the outcome of an election to any oﬁ‘"ce It a general
electionorar eferendum ‘ ' ' |

{(v) incite feei:ngs of enmlry h'ltrt:d directed to a person or {li will
betweun different groups of persons; or

(vi) diminish public confi dence | I the performance of any duty or
function of, or in the exercise of any power by the Government,

(2) Snbject to sub Clatse (3), a person who cantravenegs sub Clause
{1y shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction-

(a) Inthe caze ofan mc[xwdual to a fine not exceeding N300,000 orto
impr 1sonmentforaterm hot exceeding 3 years orto both; or

(b)inany otHer case toafling nc;t exceeding N 10 Million, .

(3) Where aninauthentic online account ora bot js lised-

(a) to transmitin Nigeriathe statements mentioned insub Clause {1
and

(b) for thé purpose of accelerating such transmission, the who person
is guilty ofan offence under that :sub Clause shail be liable on conviction-

(c}inthecaseofan individual, to a fine not exceeding N300,000 orto
mprisonment fora term not exceeding 3 years or to both; or

{d)inany other case, toafinenot exceeding N10 Million,

4) Sub Clause {n doés not apply to the doing of any act for the
purpose of, 0|'tha.tlis incidentaito, the provision of-

(a) an internet illtf?rlnediary service;

(b) ateletrangmission service;

- {c)aservice of giving the public access to the intemet; or °

w
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to imprisonmentfora termnotexceeding 3 years or to both; or

S -(1) A persan who, whether in or ouiside Nigeria, solicits, receives
oragrees to receiveany financial or other material benefit as an in ducement or
rewaxd for providing any service, knowing that the ser vice is or will be used in
the transmission of@ne or more false” statements of fact in ngem shall be
gmlty ofan offence if the service 1s in factused in such transmj ission,

(2) A person who js gulity ofan offence undersub Clause (1) sh‘allbe
liable on conviction- -

{(a} in the cage of any individual, to a fine not exceeding N150,000 or
to imprisonment fora term not exceeding 2 years or to both; or

(b)inany other case, to a fine not exceedingNSOO 0090,

(3) However, if the transmission of the false statements of fac
under sub Clause (1)is likely.to-

(a) be prejudicial to the security of Nigeria or any partof Nigeria:

(b) be prej udicial 1o public healih, publie safety, public tranquility or
public finances;

{c} be prejudicial to the Triendly 1'é§a[ims of Nigeria with ather
couniries;

(&) influence the outcome of any election in arry-office in a geners!
election in Miperia:

(e} incite feelings of enmity, hatred towards a person or il wil]
berween different grou 03 ofperspns; or

(3 diminish public confidence in the performance of ¢ any duty or

[unction of, or'in the exercise of any power by the Governnent, an Organ of

" Siate, n statutory beard, or a part of the Government, an Organ of State or g

statutory board, the person who is suilty of an offence under that syb Clavse

shallbe liable on cenviction;

(g} inthe case of an individual, to a fine not exceeding N300,000 or o
imprisopment for aterm not exceeding 3 years or to both: oy

(h)in any othercase, toa fine ngt exceeding N 10 Million.
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(4) Sub Clause (1} does not apply to any ac;t carried out for the
purpose of, orthat is incjdenta] to: the provisioﬁ of- | '

{a)aninternet intermediary service ;

B)a teletransmission service;

{c)aservice ofgiving the public access to the internat: or

(d)a computing resource servic;a. -

(5) Where the Court convicts a person: of gn offence under sub

Clauss (1) the.Court must in addition to imposing the-punishment in Syb

Clause or (3) order the PEIsontopay as penalty, a sum ¢qual to the amount of

any financial or materia] benefit received or in the opinion of the Court the
.-va!ue of éuch financial Ormaterial benefir, _
{6) Sub Clause does notapply if'the cour determines that the value
ofthe financial or other material benefit cannci be assessed,
{7} Where-
(a) a person charged with 2 or moye offences under sub Clause {1)
is convicted ofone ormore of those offences; angd
(b} the other outstanding offencfa‘s are taken into consideration by
the Court, the Court may ingrease the penalty mentioned insubClayse (5)by
an amount not exceeding the total amount or value of the ﬁlzancia! or other
arerial benefitreceived for the offences so taken into consideration. _
- PART 3 -_REGULAT_IONS_ DeaLmig WITH Tawwnsswwﬂ NiGer1s Or
FaLsg DEC‘L,ﬁRA'I‘lgNS Or ‘FATCT‘ L _
- 8(1) The Law Ep forcement Depam}wr‘}t. maj/,. issue a Part 3
Regulationin Lhe,aventof the following- o | L
(a) that a false DECLARATION of fact {called in this Part the
subjecty DECLARATION) hasbeenoris being fransmitied in Nigeria:
- (v)the Law Enforcement Depe_n”cm_ent_ is oﬂthe opinicn that it is in
the public interest 1o isgye the Regulation,

(3). The Law Enf‘orcement.Deparf:ment shall issuye g Part 3

Regulation in refation 1o the subject DECLARATION even if it has been

Prolection from Internet Falsehoods, me})tﬂaf:’am and Other Relgted HMalters Bilf 2016 € 773
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amended or has ceased to .bel transmitted in Nigeria.

‘ 7.-(1) A Correction Regulation is one issued to a person who -
transmitted the subject DECLARATION in Nigeria, requiring the person to
transmit in Nigeria in the specified form and manner, to a specified person or -
description of persons (ifany), and by the specified time, a nbt_ice {called in this
Parta correcti(.)n notice} that contains one or both ofthe following:

(a)a DECLARATION, in such terms as may be specified, that the '
subject DECLARATION is false, or that the specified material contains a false
DECLARATION of fact; N | |

(b} & specified DECLARATION of fact, or a reference to & specified
location where the specified DECLARATION of factrmay be fou'ﬁd, orboth,

{(2) A-Correction Regulation may require the‘pErson to whom i is
{ssuedto transmit in‘ﬂigeria acorrection notice ina specified online location.

(3) ACorrection Regulation may also require the persbn to whom jtis
issued to do one or both of the following:

(aj to transmit in Nigeria the corréction notice by placihg it in the
specified proximity to every copy of the following that is transmitted by the
person in Nigeria;

(i)thefalse DECLARATION of fact;

(ii) a substantially similar DECLARATION;

(b} to publish the eorrection notice in the specified manner in a
specified newspaper or ether printed publication of Nigeria.

(4) A person who transmitted 2 false DECLARATION of fact in
Nigerin may be issued a Correctioﬁ'Reglllation even if the persen does not
know orhas noreason to believe that the DECLARATION is false.

(5} Inthis Clause-

(a) ”specriﬁed" means specified in the _Correction Regulation; and

(b) a person does not transmit a DECLARATION in Nigeria merely
by deing any actfor the purpose of, or that is incidental to, the provision of-

(i) an internet intermediary service;
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1 ' (i) a teletransmission service,
: o (i) aservice of giving the publicaccess to the internet: or
3 {iv)a computing resource service,
é 4 - 8.~(1) A Stop Transmission Regulation is one issued to a person gtelgl']ﬁg;mfssjon
E 3 who transmitted the subject DECLARATION in Nigeria, requiring the
: 6 persen to stop Ir 'msmlttmcr in NJgena the subject DECLARATION by the
:: 7 specifiad time,
R 8 (2)A Stop Tr ansmission Regulation may also require the person to
;- 5 WthlllS:}% S o
10 (3) issued to stop transmitting any DECLA:RATION that is
' Iyl substantially simiIa‘r to the su bjecr DECLARATIQN.
= 12 (4) A Stop Transmission Regulation may also r;quire the person to
N 13 . whom itisissued to do one oijo;l_l ofthefoI!owing: _
. 14 (& td transmit inNig‘ejria a correct.ion.notice i-n the specified form ’
15 and manner, to a spacified personordescription of persons {ifﬂﬂy_), and
. 16 by the specified time; R
17 . (b} to publish & correction notice in the specified manner in a
18 ‘specified newspaper or'othez'pr'inted ﬁubiication_ofNigeria. :
19 (5) A person who transmitfed a false_DBC_LARATION of fact in
20 Nigeria may be issued & Stap Tliapsnliss'lion Regulz_ition even if the person
21 ~ doesnotknow orhasno reason to belisve thatthe DECLARATI’ON iz false,
22 (5 Elﬂ_\.ﬁ}li_s Clause~ ‘ . 7
23 ‘ _ {a) "specified" means sp;ciﬁed n-the Stop Tranmﬁ ilssion
‘ C 2 Regulatioq; S N . _ | .
— 25 (b} "stap transmitting”, in‘r'f_:iat-ion to a DECLARATION, means
L 26 taking the necessary steps to ensure that the‘DECLAR;XTION is no longer {
27 available on or through the in_temet_toren-c[ users in Nigeria, including (if .
28 necessary) the removal ofthe DECLARATION froman online location; and ‘
29 (c} a person does not transmit a DECLARAFION in Nigeria

30 merely by doing agy act. fOJ the purpose of, or that Is incidental to, the
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Provisions
applicabie to all
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Service of Parl
3 Regulation

Non-compliance
with Part 3
Regulation an
offence
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provision of-

{(i)aninternet interinedialy service;

(i) a_teletrahsmission ser.\ficé;

(iif) a service of giving the public access to the internet; or

(iv)acomputing resource service.

9.-(1) A Part 3 Regulation ma‘y be issued to a person whethér the
person s in oroutside Nigeria, o

(2) APart3 Regulation may require the person to whom it is issued to
doanActin oroutside Nigeria. .

(3) APart3 Regulation mustidentify the subject DECLARATION i
sufficient detai'l" -

(4Y A Part 3 Reaulatlon must comply with such form manner and
gthez efs may be prescribed (if any), and for this purpose different reqmrementsi
may be prescribed for-

{(a) different Regulation;

(b) different part;s of aRegulation;

(c) different persons or deseriptions of pérsons towhom a Regulation
Isto be issued; and

{d)different circumstances underwllqich aRegulation is to be issyed,

{5) APart3 Regulation remainsin effect um_:il the date it expires {if
any), oritissetaside under Clanse 15 or cancelled under Clause 17.

{6) Aperson issned a Part3 chu]atmn is responsible for the costsof
complying with the Regulation.

i0. A Pari 3 Regulation may be served by such means {including
clecironic means) asmay be prescribed-

{z)onthe person to'whom it is issued; or

{b) on a person in Nigeria that the person to whom the Parr 3
Regulation is issued has appointed to accept service on theperson's behail

11.-(1) A person to whom a Part 3 Regulation is issued and served and

whe, Without reasonable excuse, falls to comply with the Regulation whether
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i in or outside Nigeria, shaﬂ be guilty of an offence and Zhall be llable on
z - conviction- ' "
{a)mthe caseofan deVJdliaLID aﬁnenot exceedmgNZOO 000 or

to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 1') months orio both, or

(b) ir: any other case, to afinenotexceedin gNﬁMﬂhon. .

3

4

5 .

& (2) Irisnotadefencetoa chargeundersub Clayse(1) that: _‘ - RPRIRE
7 {a) the person is subj _}ectioadur_y under any written ]aw anyru]e of |
8 law, any contract or any mule of: p:rofessmna] <conduct, that. pravems ‘the
D person fom complying with any pan of a Part 3 Regu]atmn or resmcts the- '

EEY parsmmsuch compliance;or . v

=

11
12
13
14 K
15 : .
16 and for fhe purpose of complymg with or g:vm,g : o » the Fart . . ,
17 Regulation. ‘ - ' ;
1% 121} This Ciamlze applies where- o Aceess Blocking
1% (#) a person fails to comply with a Part3 Regulation; ot N
20 (b) the subject DECLARATION is bemg: u‘ansmmedmNjgem by )
VA the person\on #n online location; and . ot T
25 {c) the Law Enforcement Departient is satisfied that OLE O more
23 end users in Nigeria have uséd or areusing the services of an mLemEI uccess
24 service provider to access that online location. , L y
C RS ) The Laanforcmaent Deparimenimay dirsctthe NCC‘ID ﬁrder o
. 26 the interngt accessservarepmwdarmLakerﬂmﬂnablestapﬂo dmblc aeeess - .
27 by end users in Nigeria to the online Incation {called inthis ﬂmmﬂ é:facﬂﬁsq sl )
28 i‘zlockmg“’order) and the NCCamust gwcihﬁ micmﬁtaccessszimse prowd roocL '
29 mn.access blocking ordern ‘
30 14) An internet access service Jprovides that doesmot com,
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-Appeals 1o the

High Court

e

R

any access blocking bider shaIi'ch guilty ofan offénce and shall be ligble on

conviction to a fine ot exceeding N10Million for each day during any part of

which that OI'dG] Isnot fully complied with, up to atotal of N3 Million

(5) No civil or eriminal liabjl lity is incured by &n internet access
setvice Provider or anofficer, employee or agentofsuch provider, fol anything .
done or omitted to be dong with reasonable care and in good fajth in com plying
with any access blocking order,

13.-(1) A person to whom a Part 3 Regulation is issued may appeal to
the High Court against the Regu lauon

{2) No appeal may be made to the High Court by any person unless

the ]JE‘.ISOH has first applied to the Law Enforcement Department to vary or

cancel the Part 3 Regulation and the Law Enforcement Depzriment reﬁrse_d the

application Whethermwhole orin part, , _

(G) A appeal may only be made to the High Court withiwsuch period
as m'\.y be prescribed by Rules GFCoun '

(4 T1e High- Couri must hearand deter mines any such appeal and may
either confirm thc Part3 Regulation or set ltasu:ie

(5) The High Court may-only set ﬂalde a Parl 3 Regulation on ¢ any of
the following g1 ounds on an appeals;: ,

{a) the person did not transmit in. Nigeria the subject
DECLARATION; '

(b) the subject DECLARAT 10N isnot 3 DLCL ARATION of fact, or

isatrue DECLARATION of fact

{c)it Isnottechaically possiblato com ply with the Regulation.

(6) A Part:3:Regulation that is the subject of an appeal under sub

= Clause (13 remainsin effect daspfte the,appcal andonly ceases to have effect iT

itis setaside by the High Court orthe Court of Appealon- appeal-from the High-——-

Court, or if it expires or is cqnce‘lled by the Law Enforcement Department.
{7)In spite of sub C!auqe (6), ifthez 1ppe]lantesiabhshes aprima hme

case that it is techmcaily impossible to comp]y with the Pait 3 Regulation, the

C
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ParT 4 - REGULAUON FdR INTERNET I.NTERME‘.DTAR_EES AND PROVIDERS
. OF MASS MEDIA SERVICES -

ié,—( 1} - Any Law Enforcement Department may issue .a Part 4
Re_gulation ifallof th@foliqwiné conditions are satisfied:

(&) material {called in this- Part the subject material) that co‘ntams or
consists of a-false DECLARAIION of fact (called in th;s Part the subjeer
DECLARATION) hasbeen orisbeing wansmitted in Nigeria; )

{b) the-Law Enfor.cement Department is of the opinion that it is in
publicinterestto issue the Regulation,

{6) Any Law Enfercement Department may instruct the Competent
Autherity to issuea Part 4 Regulation i i reIatmn to the subject material even if
ithas been amended orhas cedsed to be transmitted in ngm ia.

17.-(1} A Tar geted Correction. Regulation is one issued to the internet
interm tdlﬁi‘y that provided the intternet intermediary service by means oFwhick
the Sle_JE:Cl material has been or is being transmitted in Nigeria, requiring it to

transrait by means of that service to 2l end users . Nigeria who access the

subject material by means of that service at any time after a specified time, a-

notice {called in: this Part a correction nonce) that contains one or both of the
ﬁ}!iaw_gnv. T e - s 7

(a) a DECLA-RATIOI\L in such terms as may bg specified, that the
SLrbjgct‘DECL'ARATION s false, or that the subject material contains or

_ consists ofafalse DECLARA.TION oftact;

{b) .2 specified DECLARATION.: of-fact, or a reference to a specified

- Im ation where the speczhed DECLARATION of fact mav be found, or botk. ,

) Where the internet lmennedtary mentioned in sub Clause (i) isa
prescribed mternetmtemedlam the Targered Gorrection Regulation may afso
requirethe internet interriediary to do one or more ofthe following:.

(a) transmit the correction notice by means of the intemet

intermediary service to'all end users in Ni geria who access ideatical copies.of
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High Court may direct that the Regulation be sl:ay"éd pﬂéndmg‘detel-fmir'lat'iqn
ofthe appeal. | _ 7
(S)Rulgs of Cowt may iJrovide 'foi' the manner in which ﬁnd the
time within which an appeal under sub Clat'l.se (1) ﬁ1ay be made and the
procedure foran applicatidn tostay a Part3 R'eg;ulation appealed against.
14. The issue of a Part 3 Regulafion in relation to the subjeb%
DECLARATION does not affeci.~ ahy power or right of any person

(including a Law Enforcement Departnﬂsrit*or any party interesteéd) to take

DECLARATION, or the power of the Public Prosecutor fo initiate -

_preceedings for an offence under this Actor any other law in relation to that

DECLARATION.
15.-(1) The Law Enforcement Department may vary or cancel the
Part 3 Regulation, by serving a written notice on the person to whom the

Regulation is issued.

(2) The Law Enforcement Department may vary or cancel the Part

3 Regulatien under sub Clause (1)-

(a) on the Law Enforcement Department's own initiative provided

there is overwhelming sufficing evidence necessitating this-variation or

cancellation;
{b) on an application by the'pei'son to whom the Regulation is

issued.

(3) APart3 Regulation r;mains in effect despite any application

madeio the Law Enforcement Department for its variation or cancellation.

(4) Clauses 14 to 17 apply in relation to a Part 3 Regulation that is ‘

varied under this Clause as they apply in relation to the original Part 3
Regulation. ,
" (5) Clause 14 applies in relation to a notice cancelling a Part 3

Regulation under this Clause as it applies in refation to the original Part 3

Regulation,

o
o

Qther cguses of
actionnot affected

any action under this Act or any other law in relation to that -

Variation or
cancellation of -
Part 3 Regulalion
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the subject material by means of that service at any time after the specified

time;

(b} transmit the correction natice by any means and by a specified

time, to all eng users in Nigeria that it knows had accessed the subject
material or identical copies of the sy bject material (er both) by means of that
servic':e atany time before the spéciﬁed tima mention-ed,in sub Clause (l);
(e} if the internet intermediaxy disables access by end users in
Nigeria to the stibject material ¢ any time after the Regulation js issued and
before itexpires or is‘setasi'de b'r cancelled,
transmit the carrec_tiex'l notice by rheans ofthe internet intermediary service
toaspecifiad desériptien ofend users in Nigeria,
(3) Inthis Clause-

- {a) "speciﬁed":?“mreans épeciﬁed in the Targeted Correction

. Regulation; and

(&) an end user who accesses a part of any materia] js taken to

access the materisl,

i8.-(1) A Disabling Regulation is ong issued to the iniermet

intermediary that prﬁvided the internet intermediary service by means of

which the subject material has been or i being transmitted in Nigeria,
requiring it to disable access by end users in Nigerid to the subject material
“provided on or through ‘the-servige that consists of or contains the subject
DECLARATION, by the specified time, _
(2) Where the jnltern,et,internwdigxrymentigncd in sub Clause (1)is
a Prescribed internet interﬁlediazy, the Disabling Regulation may also
require the internat intermedimy todo one orboth of the fol ‘Ilowing:

(a) to disable access by end users of the service in Migeria to

identical copies of the subject material provided on or through the internet

intermediary service; 7 _
{b) to fransmit.a correction notice by any means 1o a specified

deserintion ofendusers inNigeria, .

Disabling
Reguiation

A e S T R S T T A S
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General
Correction
Regulation

Provision
applicable to all
Part 4 Regulations
and Remedial
Orders

!

e

e

W

(3) Once a Disabling Regulation has been issued, the Law
Enforcement Department mﬁst publisﬁl a notice of that fact in the Gazette as
scon as possible, 7 '

(4) However, a failure to publish the notice of the issue of the
Disab)ing‘fﬁ)ﬁ Regulation 'in’ the Gazette does not invalidate the ,
Reguiation, | - 7

5(5) Inthis Ciause-

() "specified" means speciﬁed in the Disabling Regulation; and
(b)an end user who accesses'a,pal't of any material is taken to access
ﬂ}é materiai. B ' -

10.-(1) A General CQrf&CtiOn Regulation is one. issued Lo one of the
f’ol]bwi_ng personsto carry out anact mentioned in sub Clause 2%

(a) & prescribed internet intermediary; .

(b) such other persomas may be prescribed:

(2) Theactmentioned insub Clause (1) is- .-

(&) if the Regulation {s issued to a person-mentioned in sub Clause
{1)(a), to trénsmit a correction notice in" Nigeria.by means of the internet
intermediary service provided by it, to all end users who use that service at any
time afterthe spéciﬁed time, ora specified description of such end users;

(b) if the Regulation is issued to a person mentioned in sub Clause
{11, to give a,cqrréction hé)tice to arspjeci:ﬁed person oy déscription of
persons, by the specified means and%the speeified time.

(2) In this C Ia.use., "specified" means speeified in the General
Regulation. _ L

. 20.-(1) A Part 4 Regulation or-Rem’f_:diéI Order may be issued to a
persoti whether the person is in o outside Nigeria, . . -

(DA Part 4 Regulationor Remedial _Order,may:rcqu_ire a person fo
whom it is issued to doan act inor outside Ni geria, _

(3) A Part 4 Reguiation must identify 'jn'_suiﬂpient'detail the subject

material and the subject DECLARATION.
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(4) APart 4 Regulation or Remedial Order remains in effect unti]

the date it expires (ifany), itissetaside or jt iscancelled.

(5) A person who is issued aPart4 Reguht[on or Remedial Order is -

responsibie for the costs of complying with the Recrulatlon

(6) A person (A) to whom a Genem! Correction Reguiation is
issued may bring civil ploceedmgs in the ngh Court against a person (B)
who is the author of the subject DECLARATION and who transmitted in
Naoena the subject Inaterial, torecover the costs reasonably incurred by A to
comply with the Regulation.

(7) In such pr oceedmgs the Court, ifitis satisfied on a balance of

' probabﬂmes that B hes contravened this law when transmittmg the subject
material in Nigeria, may award to A such damﬂges for those costs as the
court, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, deem just and
equitable. '

2L APart4 Regulation or Remedxal Order may be served by such

. means {including electronic means)as may be prescribed-

(a) onthe person to whom itis issued; or -

(b} on a person in Nigeria that the person, to whom the, Pail 4
Regulation or Remedial Order | is issued kias appamted to accepl service on
the person’s behalf, ‘

22.-(1) Apersonto whom & Part4 Regulation’ or Remedial Oldex is
issued and served and who, without reasonable excuse, fails to comply with
the Regulation or Order wherher In oroutside Nwerla shali be guilty of'an
offence and shall be liable on conviction-

{a) inthe case ofan individual, to'a fine not excbedmg N300 000 or
o imprisonment fora terff) notexceedmg 12 mcnths or o both; or "

(b} inany other case, toa fi I‘nenotexctcdmg NSMlllzon and in the

case of a continuing offence, to a Iurzher fine not e:\ccedmv Nl oS Million fo

- every day or part ofa day during whrch the oﬁence contmues after,

(2) Itisnotadefencetoa gh_argge,ﬂnder_jsub'_(:!auge (1) that-

Service of Part
4 Regulation and
Remediol Orders

Non--complianee
with Purt-4
Regulation ‘or
Remedial QOrder
an olfence

i
3
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Aceess locking
Order

[P

b

(a) the person is subject to a duty under any written law, ariy rule of
law, any contract or any rule of professional conduct, that prevents the person
from complying with any part of 2 Part 4 Regulation or Remedial Order or
restricts the person insuch compliance; or

(b) the person hag apph’eci to vary or cancel the Regulation or Order or
has appealed to the High Court against the i{egulation. ,

(3) Nocivilor criminal Hability is incurred by a person or an officer,
employes oragent of the person, for doing or omitting to do any act, if the actis
done or omitted to be done with reasonable care and in good faith and for the -
purpose of complyin-g ‘with or ‘giving effect to the Part 4 Regulation or
Remedial Order, -~ ~ - - _

(4) In determining whethe;é persen charged with an offence under
sub Clause (1) has a reasonable excuse 'for--fai]ing to comply with a Part
4Regulation or Remedial Order, the court must consider-

(a) the state of the a%f@avai]ab[e to give effect to the Regulation or
Order; .

{b) the cost of complying with the Regulation or Order relative to the
means avaitable to the persen; and - 7

© any otherrelevant factor,

23,-(1) thisclause applies where-

(a)aperson thatis an internet intermediary fails to comply with a Part
4 Regulation or Remedial Order: o

(b) the subject matena[ is being transmltted in Nigeria on an online
location;and |

{c)the Law En forceme’n't Department is satisfied that one or more end
users in Nigeria have used or are using the services of an internet access service
prowder to access that online location.

(2) Law Enforcement Department may direct the NCC to order the
internet access service pl‘OVldf‘l‘ to take reasonable steps to disable access by

end users in ngena to the online !ocatimf alled in this Clause an access.
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‘!

I blocking order), and the NCC must give the mtemet access service prowder
2 anzccess blocking order. .
k] (3).An internet access service provider that does ﬁot contply with - ' .

a 4 an access blocking order shali be guilty of an offehce and shall be liable on .- ' o o
3 conviction to a fine not exceeding N1 Million for each day during any part of . ‘ #
6 which that order is not fully complled with,up to atotal ofNI O Million,
7 {4) No civil or criminal liability i is incurred by an mtemet access '
3 service provider or an officer, employee or agent of stich pr ovider, for
9 anything done or omittad to be done with reasomble care and in good faith
10 in complying with any access blocking order L |

) '24-(1) The foliowmc persons may appeal 1o the ngh Court Appesls 1o High

2 againstany Part4 Regulation: . ot '
13 (a) the person to whom the Regulation is issued 3 * ;’ '
4 (b} aperson who transmjtted in Nigeriathe subject material. I
15 (2) Ne appeal may be made to the High Court by any person unless B
16 the person has first applied fo the Law Enforcement Department tovary or
17 cancel! the Part4 Regulations eithey in whole or in part, C h
18 (3} An appeal may only be made to the High Court w:thm such o
19 period as may be prescr ibed by Rules of Court.
20 {(4)The High Court must hear and determine any such appeal and . : h
21 may either confirm the Part 4 Regulation orset 1t aside, 7 - 'Ei
22 ' {5) The High Court may only set ‘151de aPart4 Regulation on 2 'my of ) . r
23 the following grounds on an appeal by the person fo whom the Regulation is . |
24 issued: |
125 ' () in the case of a Targeted Correct:on Regulatmn or g Drsablmg 2
26 Regulation; the subject matenal was not lransmxtled in Nloer;a orwasnot
27 ‘transmitted in Nigeria by means of any rntem,et mtermedlary service
28 pravided by the person; S L . 5
29 | (o) the subject DJ:CLARATION isnota DFCLA RAT] ON of fdct I & T ,!

KIS orisatrue DECLARAT] ON of fact;
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Cther causes of
action not affected

Variation or
‘. cancetlation of

" Part4 Regulation :

or Remedial
Ordar

1

B2

3
4
5
)
7
8
¢

10
11

12

13

14

15
18
17
18

19

] Re'gﬂ'!atio_ﬁ’;)?O_rde'tf'uﬁdé;é}:b‘dl’au's‘c,(l)- S

. (c)ir is not technicalf y_po.ﬁsi bletocom ply with the Regt.llétion.

'G) The High Court inay only set aside a Part 4 Regulation on ap
ap pehl by a persen who transmitted in Nige;ria the subject material, on the
? groungctg’a‘{ ’tél‘ep‘ gggﬁf\t DECLARATION isnota DECLARATION of fact, oris
atrugoffact, ) o

(7)A Part 4 Reg_ulatio!n that 15 the subject of an appeal under sub
Clause (1) @hins ineffect despite the appe:a'l, and only ceases to haye effect if

asn :

it is'set Side by the High Court orthe Court of Appeal on appeal from the High
Court, orifitexpires oris cancelled, 7 ) _

(8)Ifthe aﬁpel_fant (being the person to whom the Part4 B.eéulation is
issued) establishesa prima facie.case that it is technically impossible to comply
with the Part 4 Regulation, the High Court may direct that the Regulation be
stayed pendirﬁg dc'ter.mination ofthe aﬁpea!. | |

(NThere is stich further right of apbe_a] from a decision of the High
Courtunder this Clause as e'xisrt's in thé case.o'f adecision made by that Court in
the exercise of its original civi ljufisdiction. |

(10) Rules of_C_o_uﬁ may provide for the manger in which and the time
within which a.n appea-! under sub Clause (1) may be made and the precedurfe
foran a;ﬁplication tostay aPart4 Reguia_tiori appealed against,

25, The issue ofa Part 4 Regutation or Remedial O—rder in relation to
any material does not affégt any power orright of aiy p‘erson (including a Law
Enforcement Depértmeiu or ;iny_.Party Interest_ed) to take any actibn uz_]de; this
Actorany otheér taw in refaﬁon tothe sﬁbject:DECLAR:AT 10N, or the power of
the Public Prf)secﬁt'or .m' initiate P‘roceedihgs far an offence under this Act or
any other law’& relation to.rhat DiECLARAT{QN. e '

~ 28-(1)The Law Enforcement- Department may at any time vary or

-¢ancel the Part 4 Régt:!aiion'or‘rE_{mnediaJ Order, by"sgrving a Written niotice on

- t'hég‘;}?crsontathm-'t'f;@Ragulationor-Drderis issued, - .-

).The. Law Enforcement Department” may vaty- or cancel the

B




2008 Proiection from Internet Falsehoods, Manipulations and brhb_’f'. Related Matters Bill, 2019 C 787

\DDO-JO\Ln-b-Ult\J—

— bt [ [ o
N LI (o] - [e)

[
ih

16
17
18
iv
20
21
22

24
25
26

28
5
30

‘ T R R O

{a) on the Law Enforceineﬁt D;partment's 6wn initiative provfded
thereisa prima facie reason necessitating this variation orcancellation ; or

{byon an application by- A

() the personto whom the Regulation or Order is issued; or

{il) a person who trapsrﬁitted in Nigeria the subject material,

{3)A Part 4 Regulation or Remedia! Order remains in effect despite
any application made to the Law Enforcémem Department for its variation
orcanceilation. o ) '

PART 5 - DECLARATION OF ONLINE LOCATIONS

27.-(1} The Law Enforcement Department may ‘declare an-online

Jocation as DECLARED online iécé'tion ifall of the following conditions

arg satisfied;

or more active Part 3 regulation or Part 4 regulation, er both, have been orare
being transmitted in Nigeria on the onling locatlon --

(b) at least 3 of thage DECLARATIONS had first been transmltted

in Nigeria on the onling location within 6 months before the “date the .

DECLARATION is mad e

(2) For the purpose of sub C‘lause (1)(a) a DECLARATION 1:-,_ '

different from another ifi !t.lS dlfferent_m a mate:rlai-partjcylar ﬁ’_om that mth_qr
DECLARATION, e

(3) ADECLARATION.. )

(a) must contain the VUAnivgzrs‘ai ResoufceLocytor (JRL), darﬁain
rame, or any other unigue identiffer of the onlliriejlopation; :

(b) mustreproduce the relevant ;:egulation;

(‘f) muststate fh_e date the DECLA_RATIQN comes i_ﬁto effect;

(@) rﬁust state ‘the. datg of the+ DECLARATION's expiry or a
formula by which that date may be wm'ked out, which must ot be later than
2yearsafterthe. dme in paragraph (c); . . )

{e) may state the t:m? on that date the DECL ARATION isto expire

(a)3 or more different DECLARATIONS that are‘thefs'ulijectpf one -

Declared Onlme :

Locstjions
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ora fbmm la by which that time Inay be worked out;

(f) may reqmre the owner or operator of the online location
DECLARATION (whether or not he or she isinor out51de Nigeria) to transmit
in the specified manner in ngena to eud iiserwho accesses the ontine location,

& notice in the specrf ed terms that the onlfine locat[on is the subject of a

' DECLARATION and

(g) must contam such other partrculars asmay be prescr ibed.

(4) A DECLARATION expires-

{a) on the date and at the time (if any) DECLARED in, or workﬁd out
in accordance with, the; or '

‘(b) orithe date jit is cancelled or set aside, whicheveris earlier.

{(4) As scon as possible after a DECLARA TTON is made and before
the date’itcomes into effect, the Law En forcement Departmenr must-

{a) publish, in stich form and manner asmay be prescribed, a notice in
the Gazem- . .
6] si.'ating thata DECLAR_ATIONha-s been issued under this Clause;
and ' o o

(i) sr:tt;ng out the URL, domam fiame, or any other unique identifier
ofthe online focation, to which the DECLARATION relates; and

(b) make reasonable efforts to gwe a copy ofthe DECLARATION fo
the owner or operator 0fthe DECLARED online location,

(6] The owneror operator of a DECLARED online !océtion who féils
to comply with any requirement mé_ﬁtiohed in.sub Clause (3)(f) whether in or
cutside Nigeria, sﬁall be guilty of an offence and sha!l be liéble on conviction-

() in the case of an individual Jtoafing not Lxceedmg N300,000 or to

> - imprisonment fora term not excéading 3 years arto both or

~ (b)inany other case, toafing not exceeding N5 5 Miltion,
(M Itis'a defenice 1o a charge undf:r sub. Clause (6) for the accused to
brove that the accused did not know dncf had no’ rcason 1o believe that a

DPCLARAT]O\I was m'adr. Inrelation to the ontine focation, .

@
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! (8) The Law Enforcement Departmeni may at any time suspend a
2 DECLARATION forsuch period as the Law Enforcement Departmentmay
3 determine, or vary orcancel a DECLARATION.

4 {9) The Law Enforcement Department may suspend, vary or
3 cancela DECLARATION.

& - {&onthe Law Enforcement Departmient's own injtj ative; or

7 {t)onan application by~

8 {t)ihe owner or operaior of the DECLARED op| ing location; or

G ~ (iDany person with editorial control overthe onlipe location,

¢ (10} As soon as possible afer DECLARATION is suspended,
il varied orcancel led, the CompetentAuthorfl‘y must-

{2 _ {a) publish, in such form an dmanneras may be prescribed, anotice
13 of the SUspension, variation or cancellation in the Gazette; and

i (b)) make reasonable efforts to give a copy of such notice o the
IR SRRETOr opsrator of the DECLARED onJ ing iocation,

{o {i1} Forthe burposesol'sub Clause (1)-

i3 {a} "active", inrelation ro a Part 3 Regulation or Part 4 Regulation,
: means {aay the Pary 3 Regulation or Part 4 Reguiation (as the case may be)
1 fs not been set aside at the time the DECLARATION mentioned in sub
24 Clause{iis made;

7y ‘ {b)where a DECLARATION of fact is transmli tted in Nigeria on-
@0 (i} an online location bearing a sub domain pame that is part of a
2% domain name: or l '

24 (ii)asub direct‘o_syrofa website,

25 the Law Enforcement Department may treat the DECLARATION ag
24 . ransimitted on the enline location that bears thar domain name, or on that
27 website, as the casemay be; and

28 (c) where the DECLARATION; mentioned in sub Clause (1) are
29 duplicated on another onlige iocation (called in this paragrabh the mirrored

30 location), each mirrored iocation is to be regarded as part of the origingl

a:
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online location. .
28.-(1) This Clauseapplies wh.ere— .
. (a} pald content included on a DECLARED online location is
freunSronl _
ransmit in Nigeria after a prescribed period starting on the date the
DECLA RAT-ION concerned came.é nto effect; and

(b) the Law En forcement Department is satisfied that after the date
the DECLARATION came into effect, one or more end users in Nigeria have
used or are using the services of an internet access service provider to access |
the DECLARED online location.

(2) This Clause alsa appiries where-

(a) the owner or operator of a DECLARED online location did not
comply with a requirement mentioned in Clause 27(3)(F) that is specified in the
DECLARATION concerned; and

(b) the Law Enforcement Department is sati;ﬁed that after the date
the DECLARATION came into effect, one or mere end users in Nigeria have
used or are using the services of an internet access service provider to access
the DECLARED online lacation.

{(3) The Law Enforcement Department may direct the NCC to order
the internet access service provider to take reasonable steps to disable acceés
by end users in Nigeria to the DECLARED online location (called in this
Clause an access blocking order), and the NCC must give the internet access
service provider anaccess blocking order, |

{#4) An Internet access service provider that fails to comply with an
access blocking order shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceedingfﬁgMillion for each day during any part of
which that order is not fully complied with, up toatotal of N 10 Million.

{4} No civil or criminal;lli'cpbiiily iy incurred by oan internet access
service provider or ap officer. cmployee or agenl of such provider, for
anything done or omitled 1o be done with reasonable carc aind in- 2ood Dith in

complyingwith an access blocking order,
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29.-(1) This Clauseapplies where-

(a) paid content included on & DECLARED online location s

transmitted in Nigeria after a prescribed period starting on the date the

DECLARATION concerned came into effect;

{b) the Law Enforcement Department is satisfied that after the date
the DECLARATION came into effect, one or moye end users in Nigeria
have used or are using the services ofan internet intermediary to access the
DECLARED online location; and

(¢} the internet intermediary has control over aceess by end users in
any place to the DECLARED online location.

(2) This Clause also applies where:

(a} the owner or operator of a DECLARED online location did not
comply with a requirement that is specified in the DECLARATION
concemned;

(b) the Law Enforcement Department is satisfied that after the date
the DECLARATION came into effect, one or more end users in Nigeria
have used or are using the services of an internst intermediary to access the
DECLARED onlinelocation; and

{¢) the internet intermediary has control over access by end users
inany place to the DECLARED online location.

(4) The Law Enforcement Department may direct the Competent
Authority to order the internet intermediary to disable access by end users in
Nigeria to the DECLARED online location, and the Competent Authority
must give the internet intermediary such order.

{3)Anorder ofthe Competent Aythority undersub Clause (3) may
be issued to a person whether the person is in or outside Nigeria, and may
require the personto do an act in or outside Nigeria.

(6) An infernet intermediary that fafls to comply with an order of

the Competent Authority under sub Clause (3) whether in or outside Nigeria,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on convietion to a fine not

s

Order to internet
intermediary Lo
disable access

1p declared online
localion

~peesT
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Appeals to
High Coun

(R

A

30

exceeding NIMillion for each day during any part of which that order is not
fully complied with, uptoatotal of N10 Miliion.

(7) No civil or criminal liability is incurred by an iﬁtemet
intermediary or an officer, efnpl_oyee or agent of such intermediary, for
ahything done or emitted (o be done with reasonables care and in good faith in
complying with an order under sub Clause (3},

30.-(1) The following persons may appesal to l'hé high court against a
DECLARATION:

(a)the owner_of operator of the DECLARED online loca-ti{)n; (b)Y any

person with editorial contro! over the online location.

the person has first applied to the Law Enforcement Department to vary or
cancel the DECLARATION and the Law Enforcement Department refused the
application whether in whole or in pait.

(3)An appeal may only be made to the High Court within such
period as may be preseribed by Rules of Court.

{5) the high c;‘ou It must hear and determine any suchappeal and may
eitherconfirm the DECLARATION orsetitaside.

(6) the lﬁgh g/mm may only set aside a DECLARATION on the
ground thar, at the time of making the DECLARATION, the condition
specified was notsatisfied.

(7) A DECLARATION that is the sy bject of an appeal remains in
effect despite the appeal. and only ceases to have effect if it is set aside by the
High Court or the Court of Appeal on appeal from the High Court, or i i1
expires or is cancelled,

(8) There is such further right of appeal from a decision of the High
Court under this Clause as exists in the ease ola decision made by that Court in
the exercise of ils original civil jurisdiction.

(9) Rules of Court may provide for the mannar in v hich and 1he e

within which antppeal undersub Clause {1)may be made.

(2) Noappeal may be made to the High Court by any personunless .
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! 3L-(1} A person who, whether iy or outside Nigeria, solicits, Deriving benetiy
‘ o from aperating
2 receives or agrees ro receive any financial or other material bensfit as an’ fffi?fff Qﬂime
3 inducement or reward for operatinga DECLARED onl line !ocmon shall be
Ty guilty ofan offence and shali be ! liable on conviction: . F
5 (a) in the case ofan individual, to a fine notexceeding N300,000 or ™ :
) to imprisonment fora rerm notexceeding 3 years or to both; or )
7 (b} Inany other case, toafinenot exceeding N3 Miilion, :
g 2} Without limiting the generality of the expression, a person
0 receives financial or other raterial benefir as an inducement or reward for
10 the ozeration of an online location ifthe person receives from anotfier:
i (a) any consideration forthe sale ofadvertising Space on the online :
12 lacation; or
13 {b)any consideration for access (o any part ofthe Ionl ine location,
4 (3) Where a court convicts any person of an offence under sub
15 Clause (1), the court must, in addition to imposing on that person Ii-w ‘
16 punishinent in that sup Clause, order the PEsoN 1o pay as a penalty, w;thm
17 the tinie specified by the cowrt, asum equal to the amount ofany financial or
18 other material benefitreceived orthe amount that in the court's opinion is the
19 value of thar financial or other material benefit, and any such penaity is
29 recoverableas a fine, ’
21 _ {4 Sub Clause (3) does nor apply if the court derer mines that the
22 value ofthe tinancial or other material benefit cannot be assessed.
33 (3)inthis Clayse, a person is not taken to operafe an online location
4 ifthe person does so merely as part of providing an internet intermediary
23 service or mncidentally to such provision,
24 j 52.:(1) Aserviee provider must take reasonabie steps (both inand Certain persong
must not trangmit
27 Chitside Nigerin) to ensure th nar alter p;escubed period shmnvon the date  ip Nigerin paid
5 content on Declared
A the DECLARATION comes into effect, any paid content thﬂ[ it include or 33“'1:L°°i‘f‘0’15)

9 calses e be included on g DECLARED online location is nat fransmitted in

30 Nigericorthe DECLARED online locatinn,




C T84 Protection jrom Internes Falsehovds, Manipulations and Other Related Matrers Bill, 2019 2018

1 (2) A digital advertising intermediary must take reascnable steps
2 -(both inand outside Nigeria) to ensure that, after a prescribed period Starting on

3 the date the DECLARATION comes into effect, any paid content that it

4 includes or causes to be included on 2 DECLARED online Jocation is not

3 transmitted in Nigeria on the DECLARED online loeation,

) (3) A prescribed digital advertising intermediary or prescribed

7 internet intermediary must take reasonable steps (both in and cutside Nigeria}

§ o ensure that, after a prescribed period starting on the date the
f 9 DECLARATION comes into effect, it does nol, when acting as a digjtal

10 advertising intermediary oran ntemet intermediary, facilitate the‘ trdnsmission
't inNigeria of any paid content that gives publicity to, or Dtherwis-é promotes, a
12 DECLAREDonline location.

13 (4)4A person who contravenes sub Clause (1), (2) or (3) shall be guilty
i4  cfanoffence andshal] beliable on conviction:

15 ' {a) in the case of an individual, to a fine notexceeding N200,000 orto
16 imprisonment fora term not exceeding 12 months or to both; or

17 (b)inany other case, to a fine not exceeding N5 Million

18 (5 Inany proceeding for an offence under sub Clause (1), (2)or(3),it
15 isadefence for the accused to prove that the accused did not know and had no
20 reasontobelieve that fhe online location was a DECLARED online location.

2] (6) Inany pfoceeding foran offence under sub Clause {1 2 Zor(3),it
22 Is;notadefense forthe accused to show that:

23 (&) the accused did the act in question at the Regulation of.'another
24 person;or - _

25 (b) the paid content was transmitted in Nigeria by its inclusion on any

! 26 online location through ah automatic process without the accused choosing

27 where the paid content is transmitted, except as an automatic response to the

28  requestofaperson. -

grrg:f:gf;; }}ir‘:;nchl 29 33.-(1) Aperson must not, whether in or outside Nigeria, expend or
suppagt fo Declared
Onlin#l.ocations 30

apply any property knowing or having reason to believe that the ex enditure or
pply any property kng p

T TR

T ——
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i appiicaticm supports, helps or promotes the tr ansmission of false declarauon

2 offactin Nigeria on a Declared Online Location, .

3 {2) Sub Clause (1) does not apply to a service provider or a digital I

4 advertising intermediary which gives any censiderafion for the purpose of

) transmitting any paid content in Nigeria cn the declaled onl inélocatzon ’ :

(3) Aperson who contravenes sub Clause (1) shall be guilty of an

6
7 offence and shall be liable on conviction: o ' \ L
8 {(a)inthe case ofan md:wdual toa fine notexceeding N309,000 or

6

to imprisonment for a term not exceeding3 Years orto both; or

10 (b}inany other case, toafnenotexceedeN 18 Million

11 ' {4) Inthis Clauge, ' propet'ry“ tneans money and all other property, !
. _ _ '

12 movable or immovable, including things in action and other intangible or -

13 incorporeal property, _

14 : 34, The Law Enforcement Department may make Regulation Regulation '

] NECessary or convenient o be preseribed for carrying out or giving effect to :

16 thisAcr, ﬁ

17 33, InthisAct, urﬂess the context otherwise requires- | Interpretatfon ’

18 "Law Enforcement Department” means a The Nigeria Police Force; [

19 “bot" means a computer program made or altered for the purpose of i'Llﬁning i

20 automated tasks: S - _ %

71 “computing resource service” maans aservice that provides the use of any ~

22 computer hardware or software to enhance the processing capability or -

23 storage capacity of'a computer: -

24 “coordinated inauthentic behaviour" means any coordinated activity carried

23 outusing 2 or mofe online accounts, inorder to mislead end users in Nigeria .

28 of any intemnet intermediary service as to any matter, but excludes any

27 activity carried our using onlinz > accounts-

it {a) that are controlled by the same person; and -

w4 {b) rone of which is an inauthentic online account or is controlled -

30 by o Lot w
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I Correction Regulation” means a Regulation issued under Clause7;
2 "DECLARATION" means a DECLA RATION made under Clause 27:
3 "DECLARED online location" means an online iocation that is the subjectofa

< DECLARATION thatis in effect;

3 "digital advertising intermediary” means any person who, in the ordinary
G course of business, fe_lcilitates the transmission of paid content in any place by
7 acting as the link or part ofthe link between-

. ¥ {a) the owners or operators ofonline locations: and
@ - {B) advertiéers and ser_vicé providers, by means of an inter:net based

10 service;
I ‘ - Examples

2 Examples of digital advertising intermediaries are persens who provide any of

I3 the following by meansofan internet based service:
{4 (2} advertising exchange;

I3 (b) demand side platform;

16 (c) ‘supply side platform.

17 "Disabling Regulation" meansa Regulation issued under Clayse | g;

18 "General Corraction Regulﬁion” means a Regutation issuad under Clayse | 9,
19 "NCC" means the Nfgerfan Comununications Commission established by the
2C Nigerian Communications Commission Act2003;

21 "inauthentic online account” means an online account that is controlled by a

2% person other than the parson represented (whether by its user profile, unigue

23 identifier or other information) as its holder, and the representation is made for
24 the purpose of misleading -end users in Nigeria-ofany intarnet intermediary——— — -~

25 serviceastotheholder's fdéntily;

26 “internet intermediary" ‘means a persen whao- provides any internet

27 intermediary service;

28 internet intermediary service" means-

29 (a)aservice thatallows end usersto-access materials originating from

30 ihird parties on or througﬁfhe interpet;

o
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"1 (b) a service of fransmitting such materials to-end users on or
2 through the internet; or 7 ‘ '

3 (¢) a service of ‘di'splaying, ib an end user who uéés the service to
4 make an online search, an index of search results each of which links that
5 end user to content hosted or stored ata locat[on which is separate from the
6 location of the index of search results, but excludes” any act done for the
7 burpose of, orthat is incidental to, the provision of;

8 (d) aservice ofgiving the publicaccess to the internét; or

9 (e)a coxﬁputiﬂg resmirCe service; '
it E‘fam;u!es A
11 Examples ofinternet iritermediary services are-
12 (a) social networking services: . U
i3 () search enginb services;
14 {c) conientaggregation services;
[ {d) internst based messag_i:;g'sewicés : and’

16 {e) video sharing services, 7
17 "material" means an'yth'ing that cosists of or contains a DECLARATION;
18 Examples ‘ = | -
19 Examples of amaterial are amessuge, a post an artxcle @ speech ) p:ctm e, a
20 videorecording and a sound ecordmg o

21 "MMSE" means a system that enables the tramm!smon through a moblle
22 network, ofmuitlmediamessaces S E
23 “ontine actount" means an account c'.reat:éd' withan internet intermediary for
24 - the use ofan Enremetfintermédimy servicé;

23 “online location” means any websile, web p:age',?chat room or-t‘or-um, or any
26 otherthing that is hosted on a computers © : E

27 "paid content” mesdns any DECI, ARATION that ié transmlgjn%‘tany place for
28 - consideration; ' ' .
29 "Part 3 Regulation” ieans a Corréction Regulariori or a Stop 'I‘rans:ﬁissibn
30 Reﬂulation, o L o .

U R mmmmwa—ﬁ—‘
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21

"Part 4 Regulation” means a Targeted Correctron Regulation, a -Disabling
Regulation ora General Carrection Reglrlatlon

pxescnbed digital advemsmﬂ mtermed:ary" means a digital advertising
inte'rmediary, or a class of dmtai advertlsmg |ntermed1ar1es preserlbed b_y
Regulation madeunder Clause 62; "

"nrescribed internet 1z1termed1ary means an mtemel mlermedmry, oraclass of
mtemet|11err=d|'mes : ' '

"Remedial Order" means an order made unde1 ClauseZl

"service provider" means “any person (other than a dlgltal ﬂdvemsmg
intermediary) who, in the ordinary course of busaness prowdes advisory ¢ or

other services e!atmg fothe transm]ss:on of paid content in any place

"SMS" means & system that enables the transmlssmn thmugh 8 maobile

network, of text messages; . :
"DECLARATION" means any word (mcludmg abbrewatmn ‘and :nmal)
number, image (movmg or othermse), sound symbol or othel representation,
ora combination ofany of these;

"Stop Transmission Re u!’ation" ‘meansa Re u]auon lssued uncler(‘lause 8:
g

“"Targeted Correction Regu]anon" meansa Regulatnon lssued underClause 17

"leletransimission service" meam.nmy transm:ssmn emissioi or reception of
signs, signal, writing, images, sounds ormtelhgence of “any namre wire racho
visual or other electro- magm.tm systems "

(2) Inthis Act- : o

{(a) a DECLARATION '.of fact s a "DECLARATION which a
reasanab!e person seeing hearmg or otherwise perceiving it would consider o
bearepresentation of fack and

(b} a DECLARATION is false if it i is fdlse or mlsleadmg, whether
wholly or in part, and whether onits own.or in the | context in which itappears. -

(3) InthisAct,a person has editorial control overan onliné location if
the personisable o decide one orboth: of the foliowing;

{a) whether any DECLARA’fI_ON m%y be included or excluded on the
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] on!éns.locan'on; ) ) C

) (b) where to place any DECLARATION on the ontine Jocation,
3 Meamng of “transinit” '
4 3. (l) In this Act other than in Part 2, a DECLARATION or

5 Inatetial is transm!rted A0 Nigeria ifjt is made- ava:lable toongTor more énd o

- 6 users in Nigeria on or tf irough the interner, - A

7 {2} In Part 2,a DECLARAT!ON is: transmmed in. Nzoena ifitis

g made available to ong ormore endusers in Nigeria onor through- .

& (adhei nfernet; or

io . (b) MMSMSWS

i (3) A referenre in this Act to transm;umg a DhCl ARA TION or

12 ma?em? in Njgm ia mcludes causmg, its transmission (w:thm the meaning of
13 subClause (1) or (2), as the case may be) in Nngersa
14 Mecmmg of "Public Inte.’ est”. "
i3 4, E For the purpe:ase‘s of this Actand without hm;tmg the Uenerallty
16 of the expression, it is in the pubiic i mtﬂrest todo anything if I:he dcamCT of that J‘
17 thing is nECessary or expedient- o o ;
ig (a)in t e imeres! of the security ot Nigeria or any part ofNigeria;

i By to' proieci public hea!fh or pubhc finances, or to secure public 1
20 safity or public tmnthty, . ) _ *
21 {€) in the miuﬁm of ; friendly relations of N:igf:ri,a_ with other

22 countries; S L ‘ ;
23 _ (Do breventany inﬂuencg: of the outcome ofa_ggn'e'ral e’leéti(q_n to - |

24 any Office;

25 (&) to prevent mcaiement of fee!lflgs oi enmlly, hatred or il will
26 between different ﬂroupséfpersans or
27 {Hitc prevmi adimin utlon of pub!icconf‘ dence in, the per formance

s
28 of any duty or function of, or in the cxermse of any power by the |
29 Government. | l
4 , )__jfh-,
o . - T T e T ————
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Short title I 36. This Bill may be cited as the Protection from Internet Falsehoods

2 Mampu!atlons and Other-Related Matters Bill, 2019,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to prevent Falsehoods - and. Manipulations in Internet

trafismission and correspondences in Nigeria, To suppress falsehoods and

manipulations and counter the -effects .of such communications and
fransmissions and to sanction offenders with a.view .o encouraging and

enhancmo transparency by Socnal Medja Platforms - using ‘the interdet

correspondences




